DESERT   DELIGHTS

ness; then if the executioner is merciful he will
cement quickly up to the face, and death comes
speedily. But sometimes a small amount of air is
allowed to permeate through the bricks, and in this
case the torture is cruel and the agony prolonged.
Men bricked up in this way have been heard groaning
and calling for water at the end of three days. At
other times the victim is placed in the pillar head
first, and in this way he is walled up.

The first time I saw these pillars was in the
desert outside Yezd, and I could hardly believe the
awful tales which were told me of the cruelties
perpetrated; but alas, they were all too true ! It is
sad that the beauty of the desert should be desecrated
by such things.
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